
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 19 March 2015] 

 p1804c-1805a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Peter Collier 

REMOTE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES — GONORRHOEA 

271. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 

I have a question without notice to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and I will pass a copy of my question to 
him to assist him. 

I refer to the statement by the Premier today in the other place that there were 39 reported cases of gonorrhoea in 
girls aged 10 to 14 years in remote Indigenous communities. 

(1) Is the minister aware of — 

(a) the reports the Premier referred to; 

(b) the time frame the Premier referred to; and 

(c) which communities the Premier referred to? 

(2) What steps has the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs taken to address the issues the Premier has raised? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question, and it is a good question. 

Regarding the specific cases of gonorrhoea, no, I am not familiar with where those cases are. 
Obviously, I am aware of the systemic health issues with regard to sexually transmitted diseases with 
members of some Aboriginal communities. Having said that, the Premier was talking in a very general 
sense in terms of the problems we face in some Aboriginal communities, and those problems are quite 
profound. 
The issue that we have to deal with here has been around for generations. As Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, I am working towards a solution, which is not just to throw more money at the 
problem and to go along in the same manner as we have gone along for literally decades upon 
decades—that is, for government to take a silo approach and have various departments work in isolation 
to provide service delivery in those communities, with appalling outcomes in many communities. As 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I hate the notion that our Aboriginal students have significantly lower 
literacy and numeracy rates, particularly in some of the remote areas of the state. In a number of our 
Aboriginal communities, health facilities, mental health facilities, housing accessibility and education 
facilities are simply below par and unacceptably low. 

Hon Sue Ellery: If you would take an interjection: is the answer to shut down the communities, though? Is that 
the answer? 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I am getting to that. Ideally, we will deal with this in a much more forensic fashion 
when it comes to communities and we will have a lot of good things to say, I can assure the Leader of the 
Opposition. As a community, rather than operate exactly the way we have done decade after decade, we must 
have a different method of service delivery to Aboriginal communities. 
A lot of this stems from the fact that, as we all know, federal funding has been cut for service delivery to those 
Aboriginal communities. The federal funding of $90 million is sufficient for the communities to operate for 
another 12 months. Nothing will shift or change—I emphasise no change—for 12 months, to June 2016. In the 
interim, we will have the opportunity as a community, not just as a government, to ensure that we provide 
service delivery in a much more efficient and, dare I say it, effective fashion. If we are to address the issues of 
low literacy and numeracy rates et cetera that I talked about earlier, we must do things a little differently. 

A number of the 274 remote communities are simply unsustainable. Aboriginal people have a deep attachment to 
the land. They will always have that attachment to the land and they will always have accessibility to the land. 
However, in terms of service delivery, we must make a quite legitimate change or shift in policy. We have to 
determine whether what we are doing at the moment is working; and it simply is not. That is why the Aboriginal 
subcommittee has been working fastidiously over the past 12 months to do things a little differently to ensure 
better outcomes for Aboriginal people. We will consult and work with Aboriginal people over the next 
12 months to ensure that they are part — 
Hon Sue Ellery: But will you shut the communities? 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Without a doubt that will occur in some areas, but a blanket closure of Aboriginal 
communities will not happen. We will not put a line in the sand and say, “If you’ve got this many people in those 
communities, we’re going to shut you down.” It simply will not work in that way. However, we must face the 
fact that the sustainability of Aboriginal communities at the moment is not working. 
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Hon Sue Ellery: Would you accept that the Premier handled it today in a clumsy and insensitive way? Would 
you accept that, because he caused great offence? 
Hon PETER COLLIER: No, I would not. I would be at pains to suggest to the Leader of the Opposition that 
I doubt she would find anyone who feels that the most efficient and effective way to sustain Aboriginal 
communities is in their current form. I have not heard one person suggest that it is the right way to keep on going 
and that the status quo should prevail. It is not going to, but we are going to do something about it. We are going 
to be bold in terms of the way we do it. As I said, and I emphasise, I will work with Hon Helen Morton, 
Hon Liza Harvey, Hon Terry Redman, Hon Joe Francis and Hon Kim Hames in the cabinet subcommittee to 
ensure that the manner in which we deliver services in those communities is a much more effective and efficient 
system of service delivery and sustainable for the future of the members of those Aboriginal communities. 
I will close on this, Mr President: there will be consultation with those communities and it will occur over a little 
more than the next 12 months. We will then make a decision on service delivery throughout those communities. 
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